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Pioneers Connection
DMACC student David Mahlum of Adel gives a 
speech on “The Scientific Method” at the annual 
informative speech contest held on the DMACC 
Ankeny Campus. Mahlum finished in first place 
in the contest and received a $100 gift certificate 
from the DMACC Foundation for use in the DMACC 
bookstore. Emily Van Radon of Indianola finished in 
second place.
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DMACC SPEECH CONTEST 
December 8, 2009
(L to R) Lori Richards, Brenda Snoke (Northup) and Carolyn Buehler
Rob Denson and Ashlee Magle
David Mahlum
Jamie Richards
ANKENY CAMPUS 
BOOKSTORE  
APPRECIATION EVENT
DMACC Ankeny Campus Culinary Arts student 
Jamie Richards of Ankeny catered the food and 
beverages served to faculty and staff at the Ankeny 
Bookstore on Dec. 2.
DMACC’s Carolyn Buehler (right) samples some 
goodies at the Ankeny Campus Bookstore as 
Assistant Bookstore Manager Lori Richards (left) 
and Bookstore District Manager Brenda Snoke 
Northup look on. A 25 percent discount on selected 
merchandise was also offered to all faculty and 
staff who attended the annual event.
DENSON SERVES  
FREE SOUP
DMACC President Rob Denson serves a free bowl 
of tomato soup to DMACC Ankeny Campus first-
year Business student Ashlee Magle of Nevada. 
The DMACC Ankeny Campus Student Activities 
Council sponsored the free tomato soup and chili 
feed served with decorated  
Christmas cookies.
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SANTA VISITS  
ANKENY CAMPUS
Upcoming Events
Dec. 8
Ankeny Campus Fall 
Graduation reception,  
6 p.m., Bldg. 7, Bistro.
Dec. 9
Carroll Campus Fall 
Graduation reception, 5 p.m.
Dec. 10
Urban Campus Fall 
Graduation reception,  
5 p.m., Bldg. #1,  
Room 124–126
Dec. 14
President/Board Holiday 
Retreat, Bistro, Bldg. 7, 
Ankeny Campus,  
2:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Dec. 14
DMACC Board of Directors 
meeting, 5 p.m.,  
Eldon Leonard Boardroom.
Dec. 15 
West Campus Fall 
Graduation reception, 
5 p.m., West Campus 
Auditorium.
Dec. 23, 2009–Jan. 3, 
2010
All campuses closed for the 
holidays. 
Archives
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December 8, 2009
David Geiger
Lindsey Tosch
Santa Claus
ANKENY CAMPUS  
WINTER CONCERT
DMACC Ankeny Campus student David Geiger of 
Altoona sings “Oh Holy Night” during the potpourri 
section of the DMACC Winter Concert I 2009–2010 
recently held in the DMACC Ankeny Campus 
Auditorium. DMACC’s Concert Choir, Chamber 
Ensemble and volunteer ensembles performed at 
the free concert.
DMACC Ankeny Campus student Lindsey Tosch of 
Ankeny sings “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” at the 
DMACC Concert. 
Santa Claus left the North Pole recently to hand 
out free candy canes to students, faculty and staff 
on the DMACC Ankeny Campus.
DMACC TRUCK AT PERRY
Members of Perry’s economic development group 
and local Boy Scout troop decorated DMACC’s 
Marketing truck for the community’s annual 
Christmas parade through the streets of  
downtown Perry. Nearly 5,000 people turned out 
for the annual event to celebrate the beginning of 
the Christmas season. The new DMACC Center at  
Perry is scheduled to open in Spring 2011.  DMACC Truck
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‘MUSIC AT NOON’ CONCERT AT THE URBAN CAMPUS 
DMACC student Dammon Hughes of Des Moines 
sings “Old Man River” from “Showboat” during 
a “Music at Noon” concert recently held at the 
DMACC Urban Campus. Eight soloists and two 
duets performed at the concert. The students were 
under the direction of Urban Campus Instructor 
Alayna Perry.
Dammon Hughes
DMACC PROFESSOR RECEIVES AWARD OF EXCELLENCE
A DMACC Urban Campus Associate Professor of Interpretation and Translation was awarded the 
George K. Zucker Award for Excellence in Interpretation and Translation by the Iowa Interpreters and 
Translators Association (IITA). Michael J. Piper of Des Moines received the award at the Fifth Annual 
IITA Conference held in Des Moines. Piper, who is a certified court interpreter and certified translator, 
has been the Program Chair of the DMACC Interpretation and Translator Program since 2006. He 
was the Founding President of the Iowa Interpreters and Translators Association, and is currently the 
President of the Society for the Study of Translation and Interpretation, the educational/academic arm 
of the National Association of Judiciary Interpreters and Translators. 
Piper received his undergraduate and graduate degrees in Spanish from the University of Northern 
Iowa, a Master of Linguistics degree from El Colegio de México in Mexico City, and his law degree from 
Drake Law School. The George K. Zucker Award for Excellence in Interpretation and Translation is 
named in honor of Dr. George K. Zucker, Professor Emeritus of Spanish from the University of Northern 
Iowa. Zucker, who was the first Iowan to achieve certification as a federal court interpreter, taught 
translation courses at the University of Northern Iowa before his retirement. Zucker was the first 
recipient of the award in 2005.  
BAKE SALE SUPPORTS CANCER SOCIETY
DMACC West Campus student Amber Golay (center) from 
St. Charles, and West Campus Provost Tony Paustian, 
right, presented a check for $802 to Melanie Seipel, 
community relations director of the American Cancer 
Society Midwest Division, representing proceeds raised 
during the West Campus Bake Sale held Nov. 18.  Local 
bakeries donated items to the event, and the baked goods 
were then auctioned to raise money for the Cancer Society. 
Golay teamed with other students of Club West, the 
West Campus Student Activities Council, to organize the 
fundraising event.
(L to R) Melanie Seipel, Amber Golay  
and Tony Paustian
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DMACC FESTIVAL OF  
TREES PLAYHOUSE
DMACC student Addison Witthuhn of Story City cuts a piece of 
trim for the DMACC playhouse for the Festival of Trees event 
held recently at the Des Moines Convention Center. Witthuhn is a 
second-year student in the DMACC Building Trades program, which 
constructed a two-story playhouse that was then sold during a 
silent auction at the Festival of Trees event. 
Building Trades Program student Jon Cox of Carlisle cuts a board 
while classmate Josh Shelp of Altoona holds it in place during work 
by the College’s Building Trades program class on the DMACC 
playhouse. Cox and Shelp both are first-year Building Trades 
Program students.
DMACC student Hagin Schmidt (below, right) of Ankeny works on 
a playhouse for the Festival of Trees during a Building Trades class 
at the DMACC Ankeny Campus. Schmidt is a senior at Ankeny High 
School and a student in the DMACC Building Trades Program. 
Building Trades students (bottom, right) were all over the Festival 
of Trees playhouse as they worked to finish the house for the 
Festival of Trees event held Nov. 26–28 at the Des Moines  
Convention Center. 
This was the first year for DMACC and the Building Trades Program 
to build a house for the fundraising event that supports Blank 
Children’s Hospital. 
 
Addison Witthuhn
(L to R) Jon Cox and Josh Shelp
Hagin Schmidt
Building and Trade students working on the playhouse.Finished playhouse
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BAYER NAMED FIRST TEAM 
ALL-AMERICAN, AGAIN
DMACC Volleyball player Bobbie Jo Bayer of 
Eddyville has been named a First Team  
All-American selection in volleyball.
Bayer, a sophomore, was also named to the All-
American First Team last year. Earlier, Bayer was 
named to the Iowa Community College Athletic 
Conference (ICCAC) Volleyball First Team All-
Conference Team and to the ICCAC Volleyball All-
Region XI-B First Team. 
Bayer led the DMACC Bears to a 44–9 record 
and a trip to the National Junior College Athletic 
Association (NJCAA) National Volleyball 
Tournament in the Wisconsin Dells. This marks the 
fourth consecutive year that the DMACC volleyball 
team has advanced to the national tournament. 
The Bears finished fifth in the national tournament, Bayer was also named to the All-Tournament team 
for the second consecutive year. 
Bayer, a 6' 0'' outside hitter, led the team with 589 kills and 3.31 kills per game as well as 1,215 attacks. 
She was second on the team in digs with 501. She was a First Team All-State selection for all four years 
while in high school. She is the daughter of Russ and Sue Bayer. Bayer’s older sister, Ashley, who also 
played at DMACC, was named to the All-American team during her sophomore season. Bobbi Bayer 
has signed a national letter of intent to play volleyball at the University of Alabama at Birmingham 
starting in fall2010. 
VOLLEYBALL TEAM TAKES FIFTH PLACE AT NATIONALS
The DMACC Bears took fifth place in the recent National Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA) 
Division II National Volleyball Tournament held in the Wisconsin Dells. The Bears were the seventh seed 
going into the tournament. DMACC defeated Glendale Community College from Glendale, Arizona, in 
the first round, 25–23, 19–25, 20–25, 25–23 and 15–12. In the second round, #2 seeded Cowley County 
Community College defeated DMACC 19–25, 25–21, 21–25 and 17–25. 
In the third round, DMACC defeated #6 seed Columbus State Community College of Columbus, Ohio, 
25–22, 25–18, 22–25 and 25–23.  In the battle for fifth place, DMACC defeated #5 seed Johnson County 
Community College of Overland Park, Kansas, 25–17, 25–19 and 25–22.
The DMACC Bears, under the direction of Head Coach Patty Harrison, have advanced to the National 
Volleyball Tournament for four consecutive years.  
Bobbie Jo Bayer
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DMACC Men’s Basketball player Hal Bateman of Davenport has been named 
the National Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA) Division II men’s 
basketball player of the week. The 5' 8'' Bateman helped DMACC to three 
wins during the week while shooting 86.4 percent (19–22) from the field. In 
the three games, Bateman, a freshman, scored a total of 58 points, including 
a 33-point, five-rebound outing against Illinois Central. He scored 14 points 
with seven rebounds in a 83–65 win over Loras and then chipped in 11 points 
in an 89–40 win over Grand View. 
Bateman has helped the DMACC Bears to an 8–0 record, and the Bearsare 
ranked second in the nation according to the latest NJCAA Division II poll.
DMACC PIONEERS CONNECTION
The DMACC Pioneers December Holiday Reception will be from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Thur., Dec. 10, in 
the Lakeview Inn in Bldg. #7 on the Ankeny Campus. All faculty and staff are invited to stop by for 
appetizers and sweets. All Pioneers are asked to bring a treat to share. There will be live musical 
entertainment and a Silent Auction Scholarship fundraiser. 
The first meeting of the new year will be Thur., Jan. 10, in the Oak Room in Bldg. #7. American Sign 
Language Associate Professor Jim Halischak will be the speaker. Reservations are due by 4 p.m.,  
Mon., Jan. 4. Call 964-6868 to make your reservations.
BATEMAN NAMED PLAYER OF THE WEEK
Hal Bateman
